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"capital works" means major physical assets owned or controlled by the Haisla Nation, including 

roads, bridges, utilities, water supply and septic systems, ditches and water spillways, 
buildings, waste control facilities, land, landscaping and fencing; 

"chief administrative officer" means the person appointed under section 18; 

"code" means a code adopted by Haisla Nation under the First Nations Oil and Gas and Moneys 

Management Act or a land code adopted by Haisla Nation under the First Nations Land 
Management Act; 

"Council" means the Council of Haisla Nation; 

"Chief Councillor" means the person appointed or elected to act as the chair of the Council; 

"councillor" means a member of the Council of Haisla Nation and includes the Chief Councillor of 
Haisla Nation; 

"department" means an administrative division or agency of the Haisla Nation government as 
established from time to time and includes internal organizational units of the Haisla Nation 
administration; 

"director of finance" means the person appointed under section 19; 

"Election Code" means the Haisla Nation Custom Election Code, as amended from time to time; 

"employee" includes, for the purposes of this Law, any contractors with the Haisla Nation who 

administer, manage or control Haisla Nation Funds; 

"Finance and Audit Committee" means the Finance and Audit Committee established under

section 12; 

"financial administration" means the management, supervision, control and direction of all matters 
relating to the financial affairs of the First Nation; 

"financial competency" means the ability to read and understand financial statements that present 
accounting issues reasonably expected to be raised by the First Nation's financial statements; 

"financial institution" means the First Nations Finance Authority, a bank, credit union or caisse 
populaire; 

"financial records" means all records respecting the financial administration of the First Nation, 
including the minutes of meetings of the Council and the Finance and Audit Committee; 

"First Nations Finance Authority" means the First Nations Finance Authority established under the 
Act; 

"First Nations Tax Commission standards" means the standards established from time to time by 
the Commission under the Act; 

"fiscal year" means the fiscal year of Haisla Nation set out in section 24; 

"FMB" means the First Nations Financial Management Board established under the Act; 
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Conflict of Laws 

6.(1) If there is a conflict between this Law and another Haisla Nation law, other than a code 
or a local revenue law, this Law prevails. 

(2) If there is a conflict between this Law and the Act, the Act prevails.

(3) If there is a conflict between this Law and a local revenue law, the local revenue law
prevails. 

Scope and Application 

7.(1) This Law applies to the financial administration of Haisla Nation and for greater 
certainty, this law: 

(a) governs the management and control of Haisla Nation financial assets,

(b) the administrative organization of the Haisla Nation to manage and control 
Haisla Nation financial assets, and

(c) applies to the Council, the Finance and Audit Committee and to all 
departments in receipt of Haisla Nation funds.

(2) This law applies to an alternative arrangement, approved by the Council by resolution,
for the management of money received under a funding agreement according to the terms and 
conditions of that funding agreement. 

PART Ill -Administration 

DIVISION 1 - Council

Responsibilities of Council 

8.(1) The Council is responsible for all matters relating to the financial administration of 
Haisla Nation whether or not they have been assigned or delegated to an officer, employee, 
committee, contractor or agent by or under this Law. 

(2) Subject to paragraph 5(1)(f) of the Act, this Law and any other applicable Haisla Nation
law, the Council may delegate to any of its officers, employees, committees, contractors or agents 
any of its functions under this Law except the following: 
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(a) the approval of Council policies;

(b) the appointment of members, the chair and the vice-chair of the Finance 
and Audit Committee;

(c) the approval of budgets and financial statements of Haisla Nation; and

(d) the approval of borrowing of Haisla Nation.



Council Policies and Procedures 

9.(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Council may establish policies and procedures 
respecting any matter relating to the financial administration of Haisla Nation. 

(2) The Council must establish policies and procedures respecting the acquisition,
management and safeguarding of Haisla Nation assets. 

(3) The Council must not establish any policies and procedures relating to the financial
administration of Haisla Nation that are inconsistent with this Law, the Act, or GAAP - except as 
permitted in subsection 82(2) of this Law. 

(4) The Council must ensure that all human resources policies and procedures are designed
and implemented to facilitate effective internal financial administration controls. 

(5) The Council must ensure that all procedures made under this Law are

(a) consistent with, and made under the authority of, a policy approved by the
Council, and

(b) approved by the Council or the Chief Administrative Officer.

(6) The Council must document all its policies and procedures referred to in this Law and
make them available to any person who is required to act in accordance with them or who may 
be directly affected by them. 

Reporting of Remuneration and Expenses 

10.(1) In this section, 

"entity" means a corporation or a partnership, a joint venture or any other unincorporated 
association or organization, the financial transactions of which are consolidated in the 
annual financial statements of Haisla Nation in accordance with GAAP; 

"expenses" includes the costs of transportation, accommodation, meals, hospitality and 
incidental expenses; and 

"remuneration" means any salaries, wages, commissions, bonuses, fees, honoraria and 
dividends and any other monetary and non-monetary benefits. 

(2) Annually the director of finance must prepare a report separately listing the remuneration
paid and expenses reimbursed by Haisla Nation, and by any entity, to each councillor whether 
such amounts are paid to the councillor while acting in that capacity or in any other capacity. 

DIVISION 2 - Finance and Audit Committee

Interpretation 

11. In this Division, "Committee" means the Finance and Audit Committee.
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(a) make recommendations to the Council on the selection, engagement and
performance of an auditor;

(b) receive assurances on the independence of a proposed or appointed auditor;

(c) review and make recommendations to the Council on the planning, conduct and
results of audit activities;

(d) review and make recommendations to the Council on the audited annual
financial statements, including the audited annual financial statements
respecting the local revenue account and any special purpose reports;

(e) periodically review and make recommendations to the Council on policies and
procedures on reimbursable expenses and perquisites of the councillors,
officers and employees of Haisla Nation;

(f) approve the response to an auditor management letter and present the
response to the Council for consideration;

(g) monitor financial reporting risks and fraud risks and the effectiveness of
mitigating controls for those risks taking into consideration the cost of
implementing those controls;

(h) conduct a review of this Law under section 115 and, where appropriate,
recommend amendments to the Council; and

(i) periodically review and make recommendations to the Council on the terms of
reference of the Committee.

Council Assigned Responsibilities 

17. Subject to paragraph 15(1)(f), the Council may assign to the Committee or another
committee of the Council the following activities in respect of the financial administration of Ha isl a 
Nation: 

(a) to develop, and recommend to the Council for approval, performance
measurements and goals designed to confirm that management activities,
including financial management, occur as planned;

(b) to prepare, and recommend to the Council for approval, cash management
plans;

(c) to review and report to the Council on the financial content of any Haisla Nation
reports;

( d) to review, monitor and report to the Council on the appropriateness of the Haisla
Nation's accounting and financial reporting systems, policies and practices;

(e) to review, and recommend to the Council for approval, any proposed significant
changes in the Haisla Nation's accounting or financial reporting systems, or
policies and procedures;
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(f) to prepare, recommend to the Council and maintain and revise as necessary 
the organization chart referred to in section 21;

(g) to identify, assess, monitor and report on financial reporting risks and fraud 
risks;

(h) to monitor and report on the effectiveness of mitigating controls for the risks 
referred to in paragraph (g) taking into consideration the cost of implementing 
those controls;

(i) to assist the Finance and Audit Committee in carrying out its duties and 
functions;

U) to perform any other duties of the chief administrative officer under this Law;
and

(k) to carry out any other activities specified by the Council that are not contrary to
the Act or inconsistent with the chief administrative officer's duties specified in
this Law.

(3) The Chief administrative officer may assign the performance of any of the chief
administrative officer's duties or functions (except the approval of procedures made under this 
Law) 

(a) to an officer or employee of Haisla Nation, and

(b) with the approval of the Council, to a contractor or agent of Haisla Nation.

(4) Any assignment of duties or functions under subsection (3) does not relieve the chief
administrative officer of the responsibility to ensure that these duties or functions are carried out 
properly. 

(5) If the position of chief administrative officer is vacant,

(a) the director of finance must perform the duties of the chief administrative officer
until the position is filled, and

(b) if the director of finance is unable to perform the duties of the chief administrative
officer, the Council must appoint an acting chief administrative officer or an
interim committee of department managers to perform the chief administrative
officer's duties until the position is filled.

Director of Finance 

19.(1) The Council must appoint a person as director of finance of Haisla Nation and may 
set the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

(2) Reporting to the chief administrative officer, the director of finance is responsible for the
day-to-day management of the systems of the financial administration of the First Nation, 
including the following duties: 
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(a) to ensure the financial administration systems, policies, procedures, and
internal controls are appropriately designed and operating effectively;

(b) to administer and maintain all charts of accounts of Haisla Nation;

(c) to prepare the draft annual budgets and, with advice and input from the tax
administrator, to prepare any draft amendments to the component of the budget
respecting Haisla Nation's local revenues;

(d) to prepare the monthly financial information required in section 78, the quarterly
financial statements required in section 79 including any variance analyses and
the draft annual financial statements required in sections 80 and 81;

(e) to prepare the financial components of reports to the Council and of the multi­
year financial plan; referred to in subsection 15(1 );

(f) to actively monitor compliance with any agreements and funding arrangements
entered into by Haisla Nation;

(g) to administer and supervise the preparation and maintenance of financial
records and the financial administration reporting systems;

(h) to administer and supervise the maintenance of the records of all receipts and
expenditures of the Haisla Nation to facilitate the annual audit;

(i) to actively monitor compliance with the Act, this law, any other applicable Haisla
Nation law, applicable standards and any policies and procedures of the Council
respecting the financial administration of Haisla Nation;

U) to prepare or provide any documentation and financial information required by
the Council or the Finance and Audit Committee to discharge its responsibilities;

(k) to evaluate the financial administration systems of Haisla Nation and
recommend improvements;

(I) to develop and recommend procedures for the safeguarding of assets and to
ensure approved procedures are followed;

(m) to develop and recommend procedures to the Council for identifying and
mitigating financial reporting and fraud risks and to ensure approved procedures
are followed;

(n) to perform any other duties of the director of finance under this law; and

(o) to carry out any other activities specified by the chief administrative officer that
are not contrary to the Act or inconsistent with the director of finance's duties
under this law.

(3) With the approval of the Council, the director of finance may assign the performance of
any of the director of finance's duties or functions 
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(b) with the approval of the Council, to a contractor or agent of Haisla Nation.

(4) Any assignment of duties or functions under subsection (3) does not relieve the director
of finance of the responsibility to ensure that these duties or functions are carried out properly. 

(5) If the position of director of finance is vacant,

(a) the chief administrative officer must perform the duties of the director of finance
until the position is filled, and

(b) if the chief administrative officer is unable to perform the duties of the director
of finance, the Council must appoint an acting director of finance or an interim
committee of department managers to perform the director of finance's duties
until the position is filled.

Tax Administrator 

20.(1) If Haisla Nation is collecting local revenues, the Council must appoint a person as tax 
administrator of Haisla Nation and may set the terms and conditions of that appointment. 

(2) Reporting to the chief administrative officer, the tax administrator is responsible for
performing the tax administrator's duties or functions under Haisla Nation's local revenue laws, 
the Act and this Law. 

(3) In addition to any duties or functions under Haisla Nation's local revenue laws and the
Act, the tax administrator is responsible for the following: 

(a) to manage local revenues and the local revenue account on a day-to-day basis;

(b) to recommend to the director of finance the draft and amended budgets for the 
component of the annual budget respecting local revenues;

(c) to recommend to the director of finance the local revenues components of the 
multi-year financial plan;

(d) on request, to provide advice to the chief administrative officer, director of 
finance, Finance and Audit Committee, and the Council respecting local 
revenues matters;

(e) to monitor compliance with the Act, Haisla Nation's local revenue laws and this 
Law in the administration of local revenues and the local revenue account; and

(f) to perform any other duties of the tax administrator under this Law.

(4) With the approval of the chief administrative officer, the tax administrator may assign the
performance of any of the duties or functions of the tax administrator to any officer, employee, 
contractor or agent of Haisla Nation, but this assignment does not relieve the tax administrator of 
the responsibility to ensure that these duties or functions are carried out properly. 
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Organizational Structure 

21.(1) The Council must establish and maintain a current organization chart for the 
governance, management and administrative systems of Haisla Nation. 

(2) The organization chart under subsection (1) must include the following information:

(a) all governance, management and administrative systems of Haisla Nation;

(b) the organization of the systems described in paragraph (a), including the 
linkages between them;

(c) the specific roles and responsibilities of each level of the organization of the 
systems described in paragraph (a); and

(d) all governance, management and administrative positions at each level of the 
organization of the systems described in paragraph (a), including

(i) the membership on the Council, Finance and Audit Committee and 
all other committees of the Council and Haisla Nation,

(ii) the chief administrative officer, the director of finance, the tax administrator 
and other officers of Haisla Nation, and

(iii) the principal lines of authority and the responsibility between the Council, 
the committees referred to in subparagraph (i) and the officers referred to 
in subparagraph (ii).

(3) On request, the chief administrative officer must provide a copy of the organization chart
under subsection (1) to a councillor, a member of a committee referred to in subparagraph 
(2)(d)(i), an officer, employee or contractor or agent of Haisla Nation and a member of Haisla 
Nation. 

(4) In the course of discharging his or her responsibilities under this Law, the chief
administrative officer must recommend to the Council for approval and implementation human 
resource policies and procedures that facilitate effective internal financial administration controls. 

(5) The Council must take all reasonable steps to ensure that Haisla Nation hires or retains
qualified and competent personnel to carry out the financial administration activities of Haisla 
Nation. 

DIVISION 4 - Conduct Expectations 

Conduct of Councillors 

22.(1) When exercising a power, duty or responsibility relating to the financial administration 
of Haisla Nation, a councillor must 
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(b) act honestly, in good faith and in the best interests of Haisla Nation,

(c) exercise the care, diligence and skill that a reasonably prudent individual would
exercise in comparable circumstances, and

(d) avoid conflicts of interest and comply with the requirements of the SCHEDULE:
Avoiding and Mitigating Conflicts of Interest including required annual
disclosures of private interests.

(2) If it has been determined under this Law or by a court of competent jurisdiction that a
councillor has contravened this section, then in addition to any of the remedies set out in the 
Schedule: Avoiding and Mitigating Conflicts of Interest, the contravention will be noted in the 
council minutes and, if council determines it appropriate, must be posted in a public notice setting 
out the details of the determination for a period of not less than thirty-one (31) days. 

Conduct of Officers, Employees, Contractors, etc. 

23.(1) This section applies to 

(a) an officer, employee, contractor and agent of Haisla Nation,

(b) a person acting under the delegated authority of the Council or Haisla Nation,
and

(c) a member of a committee of the Council or Haisla Nation who is not a councillor.

(2) If a person is exercising a power, duty or responsibility relating to the financial
administration of Haisla Nation, that person must 

(a) comply with this Law, the Act, any other applicable First Nation law and any
applicable standards,

(b) comply with all policies and procedures of Haisla Nation, and

(c) avoid conflicts of interest and comply with any applicable requirements of the
SCHEDULE: Avoiding and Mitigating Conflicts of Interest, including required
disclosure of potential conflicts of interest.

(3) The Council must incorporate the relevant provisions of this section into the following:

(a) the terms of employment or appointment of every officer or employee of Haisla 
Nation;

(b) the terms of every contract of a contractor of Haisla Nation;

(c) the terms of appointment of every member of the Finance and Audit Committee 
and any other committee who is not a councillor; and

(d) the terms of appointment of every agent of Haisla Nation.

(4) If a person contravenes subsection (2), the following actions may be taken:
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(f) show all categories of restricted cash; and

(g) indicate whether in any of the five (5) years of the plan a deficit or surplus is
expected from the projection of revenues and expenditures for that year.

(3) On or before January 31 of each year, the director of finance must prepare and submit to 
the Finance and Audit Committee for review a draft multi-year financial plan for the next fiscal 
year. 

(4) On or before February 15 of each year, the Finance and Audit Committee must review 
the draft multi-year financial plan prepared by the director of finance and recommend a multi-year 
financial plan to the Council for approval. 

(5) No later than March 31 of each year, the Council must approve a multi-year financial plan 
for the next fiscal year. 

Content of Annual Budget 

27.(1) The annual budget must encompass all the operations for which Haisla Nation is 
responsible and must identify 

(a) anticipated revenues, segregated by significant category, with estimates of the
amount of revenue from each category;

(b) anticipated expenditures, segregated by significant category, with estimates of
the amount of expenditure for each category; and

(c) any anticipated annual and accumulated surplus or annual and accumulated
deficit and the application of year-end surplus.

(2) The revenue category of moneys derived from the Haisla Nation's lands must be shown 
separately in the annual budget from other revenues and must include a sub-category for 
revenues from natural resources obtained from the Haisla Nation's lands. 

(3) In subsection (2), "natural resources" means any material on or under the Haisla Nation's 
lands in their natural state which when extracted has economic value. 

(4) The annual budget may include a contingency fund for expenditures to supplement the 
operational needs of the Haisla Nation if the appropriation in the annual budget for such 
expenditures is found to be insufficient. 

Budget and Planning Process Schedule 

28.(1) Each department manager must prepare the department's draft annual budget for 
the operation of the department (including any proposed amendments) and submit it to the 
director of finance by January 1 of each year. 

(2) On or before January 31 of each year, the director of finance must consolidate the 
annual budget of the departments received under subsection (1) and prepare and submit to the 
Finance and Audit Committee for review a draft consolidated annual budget and a draft multi-year 
financial plan for the next fiscal year. 
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(3) On or before February 15 of each year, the Finance and Audit Committee must review

(a) the draft annual budget and, if satisfied, may recommend an annual budget to 
the Council for approval; and

(b) The draft multi-year financial plan and recommend a multi-year financial plan to 
the Council.

(4) On or before March 31 of each year, the Council must review and, by resolution, approve
the budget for the Haisla Nation for the next fiscal year. 

(5) On or before June 15 of each year, the director of finance must prepare and submit to the 
Finance and Audit Committee for review a draft amendment of the component of the annual 
budget respecting local revenues. 

(6) On or before June 30 of each year, the Finance and Audit Committee must review 
the draft amendment of the component of the annual budget respecting the local 
revenues and recommend an amendment to the annual budget to the Council for approval. 

(7) No later than July 15 of each year, the Council by resolution, must approve the 
amendment of the component of the annual budget respecting local revenues. 

Additional Requirements for Budget Deficits 

29. If a draft annual budget contains a proposed deficit, the Council must consider if the 
deficit is advisable and must ensure that 

(a) no portion of the proposed deficit originates in or relates to local revenues,

(b) the multi-year financial plan of the Haisla Nation demonstrates how and when
the deficit will be addressed and how it will be serviced, and

(c) the deficit does not have a negative impact on the credit worthiness of Haisla
Nation.

Amendments to Annual Budgets 

30.(1) Finance and Audit Committee may prepare and recommend an amendment of the annual 
budget for approval by the Council. 

(2) Subject to sections 28(7) and 39, and any emergency expenditure referred to in section
46(c), unless there is a substantial and unforeseen change in the forecasted revenues or 
expenses of Haisla Nation, or in the expenditure priorities of the council, the annual budget of 
Haisla Nation must not be changed without the approval, by resolution, of the Council. 

Local Revenues Budget Requirements 

31. Despite any other provisions of this Law, any part of an annual budget relating to
local revenues must be prepared, approved and amended in accordance with applicable 
provisions of the Act and of First Nations Tax Commission standards. 
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(4) Money or financial assets in a local revenue account must not be used for any purpose
other than that authorized in a local revenue law or as permitted under section 13.1 of the Act. 

Prohibited Agreements 

36. The Haisla Nation must not enter into an agreement or undertaking that requires the
Haisla Nation to expend money that is not authorized by or that contravenes this law or the Act. 

Conditions for General Account Expenditures 

37.(1) Before authorizing any expenditure from a general account, other than emergency 
expenditures under section 39 and loans under sections 65 and 66, the responsible officer or 
employee must ensure that the following conditions are met: 

(a) the funds for the expenditure are included in an appropriation in the annual
budget; and

(b) the expenditure has been approved in the budget in effect at the time of the
expenditure.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1 ), an expenditure that was not an approved 
appropriation in the annual budget may be made from a contingency fund if the expenditure is for 
a purpose for which the contingency fund was approved and is made in accordance with 
section 38. 

Use of Contingency Fund 

38.(1) The Council may establish a contingency fund in the annual budget to make funds 
available to the Haisla Nation to supplement the operational needs of the Haisla Nation if the 
appropriation in the annual budget for a reasonably necessary operational expense was 
insufficient for those purposes. 

(2) The chief administrative officer may authorize expenditures from a contingency fund 
in accordance with subsection 37(2) and this section. 

(3) Within ten (10) business days of authorizing an expenditure under subsection (2), the 
chief administrative officer must report the expenditure to the director of finance and the Finance 
and Audit Committee. 

(4) A report under subsection (3) must include the following:

(a) the amount of the expenditure;

(b) the name of the department that requested the expenditure;

(c) a copy of the department's request if it was in writing;

(d) the purpose for the expenditure and use of the funds;

(e) any reporting obligations of the department receiving the funds that the chief
administrative officer attached as a condition of receiving the funds; and
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(f) the remaining balance of the contingency fund from which the expenditure was
made.

(5) The director of finance must monitor the balance of the contingency fund and 
annually submit recommendations to the Finance and Audit Committee during the annual 
budget process for an appropriate appropriation to the contingency fund. 

Conditions for Emergency Expenditures 

39. (1) In this section, "emergency" means a present or imminent event that requires the 
Council or officers to respond and act promptly to protect the wellbeing, health, or safety of a 
Haisla Nation member or to limit damage to Haisla Nation property. 

(2) In an emergency, any two (2) individuals holding the following positions may jointly 
authorize or make expenditures from the general account that do not meet the conditions in 
section 38 and which are not expressly prohibited by or under this law or another Haisla Nation 
law: 

(a) a councillor;

(b) a member of the Finance and Audit 
Committee;

(c) the chief administrative officer; and

(d) the director of finance.

(3) The two (2) individuals who jointly authorized or made an expenditure under
subsection (2) must record and report the reason for the expenditure to the Council within a 
reasonable time following the end of the emergency. 

(4) For clarity, this section does not authorize an expenditure of local revenues.

Conditions for Local Revenue Expenditures 

40. The Council may, by resolution, authorize an expenditure of tax funds if the 
expenditure was authorized in the annual budget and an expenditure law. 

Appropriations 

41. ( 1) An amount that is appropriated in a budget must not be expended for any purpose 
other than that described in the appropriation. 

(2) The total amount expended by the Haisla Nation in relation to an appropriation must 
not exceed the amount specified in the budget for the Haisla Nation for that appropriation unless 
insufficient funds were approved for the appropriation in the budget, then the Finance 
and Audit Committee or the Council may authorize the expenditure by giving prior written 
approval. 

(3) Every person who is responsible for managing an appropriation must establish and 
maintain a current record of commitments chargeable to that appropriation. 
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(e) identify any financial reporting implications in connection with the Haisla Nation
incurring the proposed debt.

(2) Once the director of finance has completed the requirements in subsection (1 ), the
director of finance must prepare a report which includes the following: 

(a) the amount to be borrowed;

(b) the basis for the proposed amount to be borrowed, including the purpose and
intended use of the funds;

(c) any alternatives to paragraph (b) that the director of finance has considered or
investigated;

(d) an evaluation of relevant available lending, credit or financing options, including
the following information for each:

(e) the date or dates all or any part of the principal amount would be repaid;

(f) the date or dates when interest on the debt would be paid; and

(g) the estimated cost of borrowing including interest payments and service or other
charges;

(h) the director of finance's recommended option based on the evaluation undertaken
under paragraph (d);

(i) a description of re-payment terms or schedules that considers the Haisla Nation's
actual revenues and expenditures and anticipated revenues and expenditures;

(j) a description of how the proposed debt relates to, or may impact, the annual
budget and Haisla Nation's relevant long and short-term financial planning;

(k) an assessment or identification of the risk involved;

(I) a discussion of any issues that may provide a basis not to proceed with borrowing
the proposed amount or reason to impose certain requirements or conditions that
the Haisla Nation should first satisfy before incurring the proposed debt; and

(m) an identification of any other relevant matter that the director of finance has been
instructed to consider by Council, the Finance and Audit Committee, or 
the chief administrative officer.

(3) If satisfied with the content of the report, the director of finance must submit the report 
to the chief administrative officer. 

(4) The chief administrative officer will review the director of finance's report and if 
satisfied with the report must provide the report to the Finance and Audit Committee for the 
Committee's review and consideration, including any revisions and recommendations 
of the chief administrative officer. 
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(5) After reviewed the director of finance's report prepared under subsection (2), or a 
revised report prepared under subsection (4), the Finance and Audit Committee may do one 
of the following: 

(a) provide its recommendation concerning the proposed amount to be borrowed to 
the Council for the Council's decision under section 47;

(b) direct the chief administrative officer to revisit, perform, or cause to be performed 
any requirement set out in subsections (1) and (2) and report back to the 
Finance and Audit Committee; or

(c) direct that the matter be subject to the procedures under section 50 respecting 
proposed borrowing of amounts equal to or greater than $3 (three) million and 
less than $15 (fifteen) million.

(6) The Council must review any recommendation from the Finance and Audit 
Committee under paragraph (5)(a), and if the Council is satisfied that the procedures in section 
47 have been met, the Council may approve the proposal to borrow funds of less than $3 (three) 
million. 

Amounts between $3 Million and $15 Million 

50.(1) For proposed borrowing of funds equal to or greater than $3 (three) million and 
less than $15 (fifteen) million, the Haisla Nation must retain a qualified financial analyst to advise 
the Finance and Audit Committee concerning the Haisla Nation's finances for the purpose of 
providing an independent professional opinion regarding the advisability of borrowing funds equal 
to or greater than $3 (three) million and less than $15 (fifteen) million. 

(2) The director of finance is responsible for appointing and overseeing the work of the 
financial analyst and must direct the financial analyst to address the lists of requirements and 
considerations in subsections 49(1) and (2) when preparing an opinion. 

(3) The director of finance must provide the financial analyst with all relevant information 
the financial analyst requires to provide the opinion under subsection (1 ). 

(4) On receipt of the financial analyst's advisory opinion, the director of finance must 
present the opinion or report on the results of the opinion to the chief administrative officer. 

(5) On receipt of the information under subsection (5), the chief administrative officer must 
do one of the following: 
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(a) if the chief administrative officer is satisfied that the requested advisory opinion is 
complete, arrange for the financial analyst to present the opinion to the Finance 
and Audit Committee and answer any questions; or

(b) if the chief administrative officer is not satisfied that the requested advisory 
opinion is complete either

(i) direct the director of finance to undertake any step in relation to the matters 
listed in subsections 49(1) and (2) and report back to the chief administrative 
officer, or



(ii) present the chief administrative officer's views to the Finance and Audit 
Committee, provide options to address any concerns (such as obtaining a 
second opinion from a different qualified financial analyst), and seek directions 
from the Finance and Audit Committee on how to proceed.

(6) After the Finance and Audit Committee has considered the results of the financial 
analyst's advisory opinion and advice given under subsection (5), the Finance and Audit 
Committee must make a recommendation to the Council concerning the advisability of borrowing 
funds equal to or greater than $3 (three) million and less than $15 (fifteen) million. 

(7) The Council must consider the Finance and Audit Committee's recommendation 
under subsection (7), and if the Council is satisfied that the procedures in section 49 have 
been met, the Council may decide whether to borrow funds equal to or greater than $3 (three) 
million and less than $15 (fifteen) million. 

(8) The Council must include the following in a resolution to borrow funds equal to or 
greater than $3 (three) million and less than $15 (fifteen) million: 

(a) a statement that the requirements in section 49 have been fully satisfied;

(b) the recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee; and

(c) whether the Council has agreed or disagreed with the recommendation of the 
Finance and Audit Committee, and the reasons for that agreement or 
disagreement.

Amounts of $15 Million or Greater 

51.(1) For proposed borrowing of funds equal to or greater than $15 (fifteen) million, the 
Haisla Nation must follow the process described in subsections 50( 1) to (7) and the 
supplementary process set out in this section. 

(2) The Council must review the Finance and Audit Committee's recommendation and if the
Council is satisfied that the procedures in section 49(1) to (6) have been met, and wishes to 
proceed with the contemplated borrowing, the Council must call for a community ratification vote. 

(3) The Council may only proceed with a loan under this section if the loan has been
authorized by a vote of Haisla Nation members approving the loan in accordance with the Haisla 
Nation Ratification Policy, as amended from time to time. 

(4) Before the date for the community ratification vote referred to in subsection (2), the
Council must ensure that an information package is provided to membership containing at least 
the following information: 

(a) the proposed amount to be borrowed, including the purpose and intended use of
the funds;

(b) the security, if any, to be provided in relation to the loan;

(c) the costs of borrowing; and

(d) the repayment conditions.
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(5) Following receipt of the results of the community ratification vote, the Council must
decide that the conducted vote met the requirements of the Haisla Nation Ratification Policy 
before accepting its results. 

(6) A community ratification vote will be determined to have approved the proposal to
borrow funds equal to or greater than $15 (fifteen) million if the majority of the votes cast are in 
the affirmative. 

(7) If, subsequent to the community ratification vote, the Council decides to proceed with
the community ratified borrowing, the Council must pass a resolution authorizing the borrowing 
which must include 

(a) a statement that the requirements of section 49 have been fully satisfied; and

(b) the results of the community ratification vote.

Borrowing for Repayment of Debts 

52. Subject to this law, Haisla Nation may borrow money that is required for the repayment 
or refinancing of any debt of the Haisla Nation. 

Use of Borrowed Money 

53.(1) Subject to subsection (2), money borrowed by the Haisla Nation for a specific 
purpose must not be used for any other purpose. 

(2) All or some of the money borrowed for a specific purpose by the Haisla Nation, and 
not required to be used immediately for that purpose, may be temporarily invested under 
subsection 60(1) until required for that purpose. 

(3) If some of the money borrowed for a specific purpose is no longer required for that 
purpose, that money must be applied to repay the debt from the borrowing. 

Borrowing Member Requirements 

54.(1) This section applies if Haisla Nation is a borrowing member. 

(2) If Haisla Nation has obtained long-term financing secured by property taxes from First
Nations Finance Authority, Haisla Nation must not subsequently obtain long-term financing 
secured by property tax revenues from any other person. 

(3) Haisla Nation may only obtain long-term financing from First Nations Finance Authority
as permitted under its local revenue law and the Act. 

(4) Money borrowed under subsection (2) may only be used for the purposes permitted under
the Act. 

(5) Money borrowed by Haisla Nation from First Nations Finance Authority that is secured by
other revenues may only be used for the purposes set out in section 4 of the Financing Secured 
by Other Revenues Regulations made under the Act. 
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(b) fixed deposits, notes, certificates and other short-term paper of, or guaranteed by,
a financial institution, including swaps in American currency;

(c) securities issued by the First Nations Finance Authority or by a local, municipal or
regional government in Canada;

(d) commercial paper issued by a Canadian company that is rated in the highest
category by at least two (2) recognized security-rating institutions;

(e) any investments a trustee may make under an enactment of a province relating
to trustees; or

(f) any other investments or class of investments prescribed by a regulation under
the Act.

General Requirements 

61. The Council may approve investment policies for the management of Haisla Nation 
investments for the purpose of advancing the Haisla Nation's economic development for the 
benefit of Haisla Nation members. 

Investment Policies 

62.(1) The Council may approve investment policies which set out the policy, objectives 
and framework for the investment of Haisla Nation financial assets. 

(2) The Finance and Audit Committee is responsible for overseeing the preparation and 
presentation of investment policies to the Council for approval. 

(3) The Finance and Audit Committee may assign the preparation of investment policies to 
the chief administrative officer. 

(4) With the prior approval of the Council, the Finance and Audit Committee or the chief 
administrative officer may engage the services of a professional who is qualified to act as an 
investment manager to assist with development of the investment policies. 

(5) The Finance and Audit Committee must make reasonable best efforts to ensure that the 
following considerations are addressed during the development of an investment policy: 

(a) the purpose of the investments and Haisla Nation's short and long-term
investment goals;

(b) the allowable uses of Haisla Nation financial assets for investing and whether
there should be excluded types or categories of investments;

(c) whether an investment account or designated fund should be established for the
receipt of multiple deposits of Haisla Nation financial assets from various revenue
sources;

(d) when an investment account or designated fund is established under paragraph
(c), whether the same investment policy should apply and the same investment
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manager should continue to manage the investments from that investment 
account or designated fund; 

(e) Haisla Nation officer, employee or committee assigned to monitor investment
performance or to oversee the work of an investment manager and to monitor the
investment manager's compliance with the investment policy on the Haisla
Nation's behalf; and

(f) the reporting obligations of the Haisla Nation officer, employee or committee
referred to in paragraph (e) including to whom and how often they must report.

Investment Manager Selection 

63. (1) The director of finance is responsible for preparing a list of potential investment 
managers and present the candidates to the chief administrative officer. 

(2) The chief administrative officer must recommend an investment manager to the 
Finance and Audit Committee after considering the list of potential investment managers 
prepared by the director of finance. 

(3) An investment manager retained by the Haisla Nation must be a firm or individual that 
is a member in good standing with the Investment Industry Regulatory Organization of Canada, 
or an equivalent body and the Canadian Investor Protection Fund, or equivalent body, and is 
registered with the British Columbia Securities Commission as an advisor in the category of 
"portfolio manager" according to National Instrument 31-103 7.2(1 )(a), as amended from time to 
time. 

(4) The Council is responsible for engaging an investment manager after considering the 
recommendations of the Finance and Audit Committee. 

(5) The terms of engagement of any investment manager must permit the Council to 
terminate an investment manager for any reason and at any time and may permit the investment 
manager to resign at any time after giving thirty (30) days written notice to the Council. 

Investments 

64. ( 1) The chief administrative officer is responsible for directing the investment manager 
to comply with the applicable investment policy, approved by the Council, and for working with 
the investment manager to develop a specific set of investment guidelines, rules and objectives 
that take into account the following: 
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(a) the general economic conditions;

(b) the allowable risk tolerance for the investment of funds;

(c) the possible effect of inflation or deflation;

(d) the expected tax consequences for the Haisla Nation or related entities of
investment decisions or strategies;







Collections 

70.(1) This section applies if the arrears are greater than $1,000.00 (one thousand 
dollars) and more than 90 days overdue. 

(2) The director of finance may use a debt collection agency or, if approved by a resolution 
of the Council, an action in the court, to collect arrears for which the debtor has either failed to 
enter into a payment plan according to section 69 or has failed to satisfy the terms of the payment 
plan. 

(3) Before initiating any collection action under this section, the director of finance must make 
reasonable efforts to enter into a payment plan agreement with the debtor in accordance with 
section 68. 

Set off 

71. The Council may set off any debt amount owing to the Haisla Nation against any 
amount owed to the debtor from the Haisla Nation if, following the director of finance's reasonable 
efforts to collect the debt's arrears, the debtor has failed to enter into a payment plan agreement 
under section 69 or has failed to satisfy the terms of the payment plan agreement. 

Statement of Account 

72. The director of finance must render a statement of account to all debtors of the Haisla 
Nation on a monthly basis. 

Risk Assessment and Management 

73.(1) Annually, and more often if necessary, the chief administrative officer must identify 
and assess any significant risks to Haisla Nation's financial assets, Haisla Nation's tangible capital 
assets as defined in section 96 and the operations of Haisla Nation. 

(2) Annually, and more often if necessary, the chief administrative officer must report to the 
Finance and Audit Committee on proposed plans to mitigate the risks identified in subsection (1) 
or, where appropriate, to manage or transfer those risks by agreement with others or by 
purchasing insurance. 

Insurance 

74.(1) On recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee, the Council must 
procure and maintain in force all insurance coverage that is appropriate and commensurate 
with the risks identified in section 73 and any other risks associated with any assets, property 
or resources under the care or control of Haisla Nation. 

(2) The Council may purchase and maintain insurance for the benefit of a councillor or an 
officer or their personal representatives against any liability arising from that person being or 
having been a councillor or an officer. 

Fraud Risks 

75.(1) In this section: 
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"fraudulent financial reporting" means an intentional act in financial reporting that is designed 
to deceive users of financial reports and that may result in a material omission from or 
misstatement of financial reports; 

"fraudulent non-financial reporting" means an intentional act in non-financial reporting that is 
designed to deceive users of non-financial reports; and 

"misappropriation of assets" means the theft of Haisla Nation assets in circumstances where 
the theft may result in a material omission or misstatement in financial reports. 

(2) The Council must establish policies and procedures for the identification and assessment
of the following types of potential fraud in Haisla Nation: 

(a) fraudulent financial reporting;

(b) fraudulent non-financial reporting;

(c) misappropriation of assets; and

(d) corruption and illegal acts.

DIVISION 6 - Financial Reporting 

GAAP 

76. All accounting practices of Haisla Nation must comply with GAAP.

Separate Accounting 

77.(1) The finance manager must account for local revenues of Haisla Nation separately 
from other moneys of Haisla Nation. 

(2) If Haisla Nation has a loan from the First Nations Finance Authority that is secured by
other revenues, the director of finance must 

(a) account for all other revenues of Haisla Nation separately from other moneys of
Haisla Nation, and

(b) provide the First Nations Finance Authority or the FMB, on its request, with
accounting information respecting the other revenues.

Monthly Financial Information 

78.(1) At The end of each month, the director of finance must prepare financial information 
respecting the financial affairs of Haisla Nation in the form and with the content approved by the 
Council on the recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee. 

(2) The director of finance must provide the financial information in subsection (1) to the 
Council and the Finance and Audit Committee not more than forty-five (45) days following the 
end of the month for which the information was prepared. 
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Quarterly Financial Statements 

79.(1) At the end of each quarter of the fiscal year, the director of finance must prepare 
financial statements for Haisla Nation for that quarter in the form and with the content approved 
by the Council on the recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee. 

(2) The quarterly financial statements in subsection (1) must include the following information 
from the previous quarter: 

(a) summary of revenues and expenditures for the previous quarter;

(b) a cumulative summary of year-to-date revenues and expenditures;

(c) financial institution account balances for all general accounts and the tax account;
and

(d) other financial information considered important by the finance manager.

(3) The director of finance must provide the quarterly financial statements in subsection (1) 
to the Council and the Finance and Audit Committee not more than forty-five (45) days after 
the end of the quarter of the fiscal year for which they were prepared. 

(4) The quarterly financial statements in subsection (1) must be

(a) reviewed by the Finance and Audit Committee and recommended to Council for 
approval; and

(b) reviewed and approved by the Council.

Annual Financial Statements 

80. (1) This section does not apply to the annual financial statements respecting local 
revenues referred to in section 81. 

(2) At the end of each fiscal year the director of finance must prepare the annual financial 
statements of Haisla Nation for that fiscal year in accordance with GAAP and to a standard that 
is at least comparable to that generally accepted for governments in Canada. 

(3) The annual financial statements must be prepared in a form approved by the Council on 
the recommendation of the Finance and Audit Committee. 

(4) The annual financial statements must include the following information:

(a) financial information of Haisla Nation for the fiscal year; and

(b) the revenue categories for the Haisla Nation's lands referred to in 
subsection 27(2).

(5) The director of finance must provide draft annual financial statements to the 
Finance and Audit Committee for review within forty-five (45) days following the end of the fiscal 
year for which they were prepared. 
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(6) The Finance and Audit Committee must present draft annual financial statements to the 
Council for review within sixty (60) days following the end of the fiscal year for which they were 

prepared. 

Local Revenues Annual Financial Statements 

81.(1) The director of finance must prepare, at least once each calendar year, separate 
annual financial statements respecting local revenues in accordance with the FMB's Local 
Revenue Financial Reporting Standards. 

(2) The council must establish policies and procedures respecting the annual preparation, 
review, audit and approval of the annual financial statements referred to in subsection (1) 
including any required deadlines for completing these activities. 

(3) The policies and procedures referred to in subsection (2) must be consistent with any 
requirements of the FM B's Local Revenue Financial Reporting Standards. 

(4) The provisions of this Law, including this section, respecting separate annual financial 
statements for local revenues do not apply if FM B's Local Revenue Financial Reporting Standards 
permit the First Nation to report on its local revenues in its audited annual financial statements as 
a distinct segment of the activities that appear in those statements and the First Nation chooses 
to report on its local revenues in that manner. 

Special Purpose Reports 
82.(1) The director of finance must prepare the following special purpose reports: 

(a) a report setting out all payments made to honour guarantees and indemnities for
that fiscal year;

(b) a report setting out the information required in section 10(2);

(c) a report setting out all debts or obligations forgiven by Haisla Nation;

(d) a report setting out the information required in paragraph 65(3)(c);

(e) if the Haisla Nation has a land code in force, a report setting out moneys of the
Haisla Nation derived from Haisla Nation lands, categorized and shown
separately from other revenues and that includes a sub-category respecting
revenues from natural resources obtained from Haisla Nation lands; and

(f) any other report required under the Act or an agreement.

(2) The director of finance may prepare special purpose reports on the basis of accounting
other than GAAP if necessary to comply with any reporting obligations Haisla Nation has under 
an agreement. 

Appointment of Auditor 

83.(1) The Council, on behalf of Haisla Nation, must point an auditor for each fiscal year 
to hold office until the later of 

41 I 



(a) the end of the Council meeting when the audited annual financial statements for
that fiscal year are being considered, or

(b) the date the auditor's successor is appointed.

(2) The terms and conditions of the appointment of the auditor must be set out in an 
engagement letter recommended by the Finance and Audit Committee and must include the 
content required by the Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. The letter must also 
include the auditor's obligation: 

(a) to confirm in writing that the annual financial statements and the audit of them
comply with this law, or

(b) to identify in writing consequential non-compliance matters.

(3) To be eligible for appointment as the auditor of Haisla Nation, an auditor must

(a) be independent of Haisla Nation, its related bodies, councillors and officers and
members, and

(b) be a public accounting firm or public accountant

(i) in good standing with the Chartered Professional Accountants of Canada, the
Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants, the Certified General
Accountants Association of Canada or the Society of Management
Accountants of Canada and their respective counterparts in the province or
territory in which the public accounting firm or public accountant is practicing,
and

(ii) licensed or otherwise authorized to practice public accounting in the province
or territory in which the majority of the reserve lands of Haisla Nation are
located.

(4) If the auditor ceases to be independent, the auditor must as soon as practicable after
becoming aware of the circumstances 

(a) advise Haisla Nation in writing of the circumstances, and

(b) eliminate the circumstances that resulted in loss of independence or resign as the
auditor.

(5) For greater certainty, the fact that an auditor provides services to related bodies does
not indicate that the auditor is not independent within the meaning of subsections 83(3) and 83(4). 

Auditor's Authority 

84.(1) To conduct an audit of the annual financial statements of Haisla Nation, the auditor 
must be given access to 

(a) all records of Haisla Nation for examination or inspection and given copies of
these records on request, and

I 42 



(b) any councillor, officer, employee, contractor or agent of Haisla Nation to ask any
questions or request any information.

(2) On request of the auditor, every person referred to in paragraph ( 1 )(b) must

(a) make available all records referred to in paragraph (1 )(a) that are in that person's 
care or control, and

(b) provide the auditor with full information and explanation about the affairs of Haisla 
Nation as necessary for the performance of the auditor's duties.

(3) The auditor must be given notice of

(a) every meeting of the Finance and Audit Committee, and

(b) the Council meeting where the annual audit, including the annual financial 
statements, will be considered and approved.

(4) Subject to subsection (6), the auditor may attend any meeting for which he or she must

be given notice under this section or to which the auditor has been invited and must be given the 
opportunity to be heard at those meetings on issues that concern the auditor as auditor of Haisla 
Nation. 

(5) The auditor may communicate with the Finance and Audit Committee, as the auditor 
considers appropriate, to discuss any subject that the auditor recommends be considered by the 
Committee. 

(6) The auditor may be excluded from all or any part of a meeting of the Finance and Audit 
Committee or the Council by a recorded vote if the subject matter relates to the retaining or 
dismissal of the auditor. 

Audit Requirements 
85.(1) Subject to subsection (2), the annual financial statements of the Haisla Nation must 

be audited not more than one hundred and twenty (120) days after the fiscal-year end. 

(2) The separate annual financial statements respecting local revenues must be audited by
the auditor at least once every calendar year. 

(3) The auditor must conduct the audit of the annual financial statements in accordance with
generally accepted auditing standards established by the Chartered Professional Accountants of 
Canada and any applicable requirements of Crown and Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs 
Canada or Indigenous Services Canada. 
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(4) When conducting the audit, the auditor must

(a) provide an audit report of the annual financial statements,

(b) provide an audit report or a review engagement report on the special purpose
reports referred to in section 82, and



(c) include a general review of the adequacy of the accounting procedures and
systems of control employed to preserve and protect the assets of the Haisla
Nation.

Review of Audited Annual Financial Statements 

86.(1) The audited annual financial statements must be provided to the Finance 
and Audit Committee for its review and consideration not more than one hundred and five (105) 
days after the fiscal year-end for which the statements were prepared. 

(2) The Council must review and approve the audited annual financial statements not more 
than one hundred and twenty (120) days after the fiscal year-end for which the statements were 
prepared. 

Access to Annual Financial Statements 

87.(1) Before the annual financial statements may be published or distributed, they must 

(a) be approved by the Council,

(b) be signed by

(i) the Chief Councillor of Haisla Nation or the Council chair,

(ii) the chair of the Finance and Audit Committee, and

(iii) the director of finance, and

(c) include the auditor's audit report of the annual financial statements.

(2) The audited annual financial statements must be available for inspection by members of
Haisla Nation at the principal administrative offices of Haisla Nation during normal business hours. 

(3) The following documents must be available for inspection by any person referred to in
subsection 14(2) of the Act at the principal administrative offices of Haisla Nation during normal 
business hours: 

(a) the audited annual financial statements respecting local revenues referred to in
section 81; or

(b) the audited annual financial statements referred to in section 80 if those
statements include a report on local revenues as a distinct segment of the
activities that appear in those statements.

Annual Report 

88.(1) Not later than one hundred and eighty (180) days after the end of each fiscal year, 
the Council must prepare and publish an annual report on the operations and financial 
performance of Haisla Nation for the previous fiscal year. 

(2) The annual report referred to in subsection (1) must include the following:
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(a) a description of the services and operations of Haisla Nation;

(b) a progress report on any established objectives and performance measures of
Haisla Nation;

(c) the audited annual financial statements for the previous fiscal year, and

(d) any special purpose reports referred to in section 82, including the auditor's report
or review engagement report, as applicable.

(3) The chief administrative officer must provide the annual report referred to in
subsection (1) to a member of Haisla Nation as soon as practicable after a request is made by 
the member and to the First Nations Finance Authority as soon as practicable after the report's 
publication, if Haisla Nation is a borrowing member. 

(4) The Council must establish policies and procedures respecting an accessible process
and remedy available to Haisla Nation members who have requested but have not been provided 
with the annual report of Haisla Nation including requiring 

(a) the maintenance of a register for the annual report that identifies all members who 
have requested a copy of the annual report, the date each request was received 
and the date the annual report was provided to the member; and

(b) the chief administrative officer to report quarterly to the Finance and Audit 
Committee on the steps taken to ensure compliance with subsection (3) and 
council policy made under this subsection.

Financial Reporting by Department Managers 

89. Department managers who oversee programs with financial reporting obligations to
federal government departments, agencies or ministries must first submit financial reports and 
records to the Finance Manager for approval before complying with federal reporting obligations. 

DIVISION 7 - Information and Information Technology 

Ownership of Records 

90.(1) All records that are produced by or on behalf of Haisla Nation or kept, used or 
received by any person on behalf of Haisla Nation are the property of Haisla Nation. 

(2) The Council must establish policies and procedures to ensure that the records referred
to in subsection (1) remain the property of Haisla Nation. 

Operations Manual 

91.(1) The chief administrative officer must prepare and maintain a current operations 
manual respecting every element of the Haisla Nation's administrative systems, including any 
financial administration systems referred to in this law. 
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(2) The operations manual under subsection (1) must be made available to councillors, 
members of the Finance and Audit Committee and all other Council committees and 
officers and employees of the Haisla Nation. 

(3) If any part of the operations manual under subsection (1) is relevant to the services 
being provided by a contractor or agent of the Haisla Nation, that part of the operations manual 
must be made available to the contractor or agent. 

Record Keeping and Maintenance 

92.(1) The chief administrative officer must ensure that the Haisla Nation prepares, 
maintains, stores, and keeps secure all of Haisla Nation's records, regardless of media, that are 
required under this law or any other applicable law. 

(2) The Haisla Nation's records may not be destroyed or disposed of except as permitted
by, and in accordance with, the policies and procedures approved by Council or their delegates. 

(3) All financial records of the Haisla Nation must be stored for at least seven (7) years 
after they were created. 

(4) The Council must establish policies and procedures respecting access of any persons 
to Haisla Nation's records. 

Confidentiality of Information 

93.(1) No person may be given access to the Ha isl a Nation's records containing 
confidential information except as permitted by, and in accordance with, the policies and 
procedures of the Council. 

(2) All persons who have access to the Haisla Nation's records must comply with all 
policies and procedures of the Council respecting the safeguarding, privacy protection, 
confidentiality, control, use, copying or release of that record or information contained in those 
records. 

Account Records 

94.(1) The tax administrator must prepare, maintain, store and retain a complete set of 
all records respecting the local revenue system of Haisla Nation, including, but not limited to all 
records referred to in section 5 of the Revenue Management Implementation Regulations. 

(2) If Haisla Nation has a loan from the First Nations Finance Authority that is secured by 
other revenues, the director of finance must prepare, maintain, store and keep secure a complete 
set of all records respecting other revenues of Haisla Nation, including all records referred to in 
section 5 of the Revenue Management Implementation Regulations as amended by the Financing 
Secured by Other Revenues Regulations. 

Information Technology 

95. The Council must establish policies and procedures respecting information technology 
used by Haisla Nation in its operations to ensure the integrity and authenticity of Haisla Nation's 
financial administration system and its database. 
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Tangible Capital Assets Reserve Fund 

98. The Council must establish and manage a tangible capital assets reserve fund for the 
purpose of funding expenditures for capital projects carried out under this Part. 

Reports on Capital Projects 

99. At each Finance and Audit Committee meeting, the chief administrative officer must, 
when requested to do so in advance by the Finance and Audit Committee, report on the 
following subjects: 

(a) year to date borrowings, loans and payments in respect of each capital project;

(b) the status of a capital project, including

(i) a comparison of expenditures to date with the project budget,

(ii) a detailed description of any identified legal, financial, technical, scheduling or
other problems, and

(iii) the manner in which a problem identified in subparagraph (ii) has been or will be
addressed; and

( c) steps taken to ensure compliance with section 102 for every capital project.

Life-cycle Management Program 

100.(1) The chief administrative officer must establish a life-cycle management program 
for Haisla Nation's tangible capital assets which includes the following: 

(a) location and purpose of the asset;

(b) ownership and restrictions over ownership of the asset;

(c) year of acquisition;

( d) last inspection date of the asset;

( e) expected life of the asset at the time of acquisition;

(f) assessment of condition of the asset and its remaining useful life;

(g) estimated residual value of the asset;

(h) insurance coverage for the asset; and

(i) any other information required by the Council.

(2) On or before November 30 of each year, the chief administrative officer must arrange for
the inspection and review of the state of each of the Haisla Nation's tangible capital assets with a 
value exceeding $10,000 (ten thousand dollars) to establish or update information respecting the 
following matters: 
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Review by Finance and Audit Committee

101.(1) On or before January 15 of each year, the Finance and Audit Committee must 
review the information, schedules and budget prepared under section 99 for the following 
purposes: 

(a) To identify any means to reduce the costs of each rehabilitation or replacement
project included in the proposed budgets;

(b) to know the effect that each rehabilitation or replacement project included in the
proposed budgets will have on the annual operating costs and routine
maintenance costs in future years; and

(c) to determine whether any significant savings might be affected by coordinating
the scheduling of projects, deferring any projects or carrying out rehabilitation
projects rather than replacement projects.

(2) On or before January 15 of each year, the Finance and Audit Committee must review 
any plans for new construction of the Haisla Nation's tangible capital assets, including the 
proposed schedule, budget and impact on annual operating costs and routine maintenance costs 
in future years. 

Capital Projects Contracts and Tenders 

102.(1) The Council must establish policies and procedures respecting the management 
of capital projects, including the following: 

(a) project planning, design, engineering, safety and environmental requirements;

(b) project costing, budgeting, financing and approval;

(c) project and contractor bidding requirements;

(d) tender, contract form and contract acceptance;

( e) course of construction insurance;

(f) project performance guarantees and bonding;

(g) project control, including contract management; and

(h) holdbacks, work approvals, payment and audit procedures.

(2) All Haisla Nation capital projects must be managed in accordance with the policies and 
procedures referred to in subsection (1). 

Capital Project Consultants 

103. The chief administrative officer may retain the services of a professional engineer or 
other consultant to assist the chief administrative officer, Finance and Audit Committee and 
Council to carry out their obligations under this Part. 
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Policy for Information or Involvement of Members 

104. The Council must establish policies and procedures for

(a) the provision of information to members of the Haisla Nation respecting capital
projects; or

(b) the involvement of members of the Haisla Nation in consideration of capital
projects.

Awarding of Contracts 

105.(1) The Council may, by resolution, approve any contracts on behalf of the Haisla 
Nation if the following conditions are met: 

(a) any expenditure required of the Haisla Nation in the contract meets the
requirements under section 37;

(b) the chief administrative officer is made responsible for managing the contract; and

(c) the director of finance confirms to the Council that the funds are available to pay
the expenditure.

(2) The Council may, by resolution, designate the following employees, officers or
committee to approve contracts with amounts up to the specified limits: 

Title Limit 

a. department manager $25,000.00 

b. director of finance $75,000.00 

C. chief administrative officer $100,000.00 

d. Finance and Audit Committee $125,000.00 

(3) Before a person or committee referenced in subsection (2) and designated by
resolution of the Council may exercise the authority to approve a contract, the following conditions 
must be met: 
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(a) there must be an appropriation in the annual budget for required expenditures
under the contract;

(b) the expenditures required under the contract are consistent with prudent cash
management practices;

(c) the chief administrative officer is responsible for managing the contract; and

(d) the director of finance confirms there are available Haisla Nation financial assets
for the expenditures required in the contract.



(4) A person who executes a contract on behalf of the Haisla Nation must provide an
original signed copy of that contract to the director of finance. 

Tendering Process 

106.(1) The Council must establish policies and procedures describing the circumstances 
when a public tender is required for a capital project and setting out the tendering process 
applicable to a public tender including the following: 

(a) form and content of invitations to tender;

(b) minimum tendering period;

(c) procedure for receiving tenders;

(d) location and manner in which tenders are opened, including how tenders are
recorded;

( e) approval requirements and evaluation criteria;

(f) process that applies in emergency situations; and

(g) any further policy and procedure that the Council considers necessary.

(2) Upon acceptance of a tender for the performance of work, goods, or services, 
the Finance and Audit Committee must ensure that 

(a) a written contract is signed by both the party accepting the contract and an
authorized representative of the Haisla Nation; and

(b) a copy of the written contract is maintained as a financial record of the Haisla
Nation.

(3) No person may make payments on any contract without supporting
documentation as required by any Council policy, procedure or direction. 

PART VI - Reporting Breaches 

Reports of Breaches and Financial Irregularities, etc. 

107.(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), if any person has reason to believe that 

(a) an expenditure, liability or other transaction of Haisla Nation is not authorized by
or under this Law or another Haisla Nation law,

(b) there has been a theft, misappropriation or other misuse or irregularity in the
funds, accounts, assets, liabilities and financial obligations of Haisla Nation,

(c) a provision of this Law has been contravened, or

( d) a person has failed to comply with the Schedule that forms part of this law,
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the person may disclose the circumstances to the chair of the Finance and Audit Committee. 

(2) If a councillor becomes aware of any circumstances described under subsection (1 ), the 
councillor must report them to the chair of the Finance and Audit Committee. 

(3) If an officer, employee, contractor or agent of Haisla Nation becomes aware of any 
circumstances described under subsection (1 ), the officer, employee, contractor or agent, as the 
case may be, must report them to the chief administrative officer or the chair of the Finance 
and Audit Committee. 

Inquiry into Report 

108.(1) If a report is made to the chief administrative officer under subsection 107, the 
chief administrative officer must inquire into the circumstances reported and report the findings to 
the Finance and Audit Committee as soon as practicable. 

(2) If a report is made to the chair of the Finance and Audit Committee under section 107, 
the chair must inquire into the circumstances reported and report the findings to the Finance and 
Audit Committee as soon as practicable. 

(3) The Finance and Audit Committee may make a further inquiry into any findings reported to 
it under this section but, in any event, must make a report to the Council respecting any 
circumstances reported to the Finance and Audit Committee under this section, 
including the Committee's recommendations, if any. 

Protection of Parties 

109.(1) All reasonable steps must be taken by the chief administrative officer, the members 
of the Finance and Audit Committee and the councillors to ensure that the identity of the 
person who makes a report under section 107 is kept confidential to the extent 
practicable in all the circumstances. 

(2) A person who makes a report in good faith under section 107 must not be subjected to 
any form of reprisal by Haisla Nation or by a councillor, officer, employee, contractor or agent of 
Haisla Nation as a result of making that report. 

(3) The chief administrative officer and the chair of the Finance and Audit Committee must 
take all necessary steps to ensure that subsection (2) is not contravened and must 
report any contravention or suspected contravention to the Council. 
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(4) The Council must establish policies and procedures

(a) for the recording and safeguarding of reports made under section 107 and any
records prepared during the inquiry or investigation into those reports;

(b) for the inquiry or investigation into reports made under section 107; and

(c) concerning the fair treatment of a person against whom a report has been made
under section 107.





(2) Without limiting section 53 of the Act, if the FMB gives notice to Haisla Nation under
section 53 of the Act that third-party management of Haisla Nation's local revenues is required, 
the Council of Haisla Nation delegates to the FMB 

(a) the powers and authorities described in subsection 53(2) of the Act, and

(b) any other of the Council's powers required to give effect to third-party
management of Haisla Nation's local revenues and local revenue account under
the Act.

Delegated Authority for Other Revenues 

114. ( 1) This section applies to Haisla Nation only if it is using its other revenues to secure 
a loan from the First Nations Finance Authority. 

(2) Without limiting section 53 of the Act as adapted by the Financing Secured by Other
Revenues Regulations, if the FMB gives notice to Haisla Nation under section 53 of the Act that 
third-party management of Haisla Nation's other revenues is required, the Council of Haisla 
Nation delegates to the FMB 

(a) the powers and authorities described in subsection 53(2) of the Act as adapted
by the Financing Secured by Other Revenues Regulations, and

(b) any other of the Council's powers required to give effect to third-party
management of Haisla Nation's other revenues under the Act.

Periodic Review and Changes of Law 

115.(1) On a regular, periodic basis established by a policy of the Council, the Finance 
and Audit Committee must conduct a review of this Law 

(a) to determine if it facilitates effective and sound financial administration of Haisla
Nation; and

(b) to identify any amendments to this Law that may better serve this objective.

(2) The Council must establish policies and procedures for

(a) the members of Haisla Nation proposed amendments of this Law; or

(b) the involvement of members of the Haisla Nation in consideration of an
amendment to this Law.

(3) The Council must post a public notice of each Council meeting when a proposed
amendment to this Law is presented for approval. 

(4) Members of the Haisla Nation may attend that part of the Council meeting when the matter
referred to in subsection (3) is being considered. 

(5) Subject to subsections (1) to (4) this Law may be amended or repealed by resolution of
Council. 
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SCHEDULE – Avoiding and Mitigating Conflicts of Interest 

Interpretation 

1.(1) In this Schedule, 

"conflict of interest" means any situation in which an individual exercises a power or performs a 
duty or function and at the same time knows or ought reasonably to have known that the 
exercise of the power or performance of the duty or function would provide an opportunity for 
personal gain or personal gain for his or her family member;  

"family member" means a spouse, including a common law spouse, child, parent, brother, sister, 
father-in-law, mother-in-law, uncle, aunt, grandparent, son-in-law, daughter-in-law, and 
includes any relative permanently residing in the person's household; and 

“personal gain” means any financial benefit to an individual’s personal or business interests. 

(2) An individual’s opportunity for personal gain or for personal gain of his or her family
member does not give rise to a conflict of interest if the opportunity 

is the same for a broad class of Haisla Nation members, or 

is so remote or insignificant that it could not be reasonably regarded as likely to 
influence the individual in the exercise of a power or performance of a duty or 
function. 

(3) Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Schedule, words and expressions used in
this Schedule have the same meanings as in this law. 

(4) Sections 3 and 5 of this law apply to this Schedule.

(5) If there is a conflict between a provision of this Schedule and this law, the provision of
this law applies. 

General Conflict of Interest Rule 

2. A person who is councillor or a member of the Finance and Audit Committee, or is 
otherwise employed by the Haisla Nation or one of its departments must not use that 
office or employment for his or her personal gain, for personal gain of his or her family 
members or to the detriment of the interests of the Haisla Nation. Any person who has a 
conflict of interest is prohibited from attempting to influence a decision or from 
participating in the making of a decision respecting the matter in which the person has a 
conflict of interest. 

General Obligations of Members of Council and the Finance and Audit Committee 

3.(1) Councillors and members of the Finance and Audit Committee must avoid 
circumstances that could result in the member having a conflict of interest. 

(2) Councillors and members of the Finance and Audit Committee must not use 
confidential information received in the course of exercising their powers or performing their 
duties or functions for personal gain or for personal gain of their family members.  
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Disclosure of Interests 

4.(1) In paragraph (2)(c) “real property” includes an interest in a reserve held under 

a certificate of possession under the Indian Act; or 

an interest in land created pursuant to the Haisla Nation Land Code. 

(2) A councillor must file a written disclosure of the following information with the chief
administrative officer: 

the names of the councillor’s spouse and any family members; 

the employer of the councillor and the councillor’s spouse; 

any real property owned by the councillor or the councillor’s spouse that may be 
relevant to the councillor’s decision making; and 

any business interests and material investments of the councillor or the 
councillor’s spouse that may be relevant to the Councillor’s decision making. 

(3) A councillor must file a written disclosure under subsection (2) on the following occasions:

within thirty (30) days of being elected to the Council; and 

as soon as practical after a material change in the information previously 
disclosed; 

on an annual basis. 

(4) The chief administrative officer must establish and maintain a register of all disclosures
and declarations made relating to actual or potential conflicts of interest made by a councillor 
under this section and section 5. 

(5) On request of a member of the First Nation or any person engaged in any aspect of the
financial administration of the First Nation, the chief administrative officer must permit that 
member or person to view the register referred to in subsection (4). 

Gifts and Benefits: Councillor 

5.(1) A councillor or a family member of that councillor must not accept a gift or benefit 
that might reasonably be seen to have been given to influence the councillor in the 
exercise of the councillor’s powers or performance of the councillor’s duties or functions. 

(2) Despite subsection (1), a gift or benefit may be accepted if the gift or benefit

 would be considered within 

(i) normal protocol exchanges or social obligations associated with the
councillor’s office,

(ii) normal exchanges common to business relationships, or
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(iii) normal exchanges common at public cultural events of the Haisla Nation;

 is of nominal value; 

is given by a close friend or relative as an element of that relationship; or 

 is of a type that the policies and procedures of the Council have determined 
would be acceptable if offered by the Haisla Nation to another person. 

(3) Where a gift with a value greater than $100 (one hundred dollars) is given to a councillor 
or a person referred to in subsection (1), the councillor must make a written disclosure of the gift 
to the chief administrative officer under section 5, and the gift must be treated as the property of 
the Haisla Nation. 

(4) Subsection (2) does not apply to a gift received during a public cultural event of the Haisla 
Nation. 

Disclosures by Councillors and Members of the Finance and Audit Committee 

6.(1) In this section and section 7, “member” means a councillor or a member of 
the Finance and Audit Committee as the case may be. 

(2) As soon as a member becomes aware that a proposed decision by the Council or the
Finance and Audit Committee may result in that member having a conflict of interest, he or 
she must disclose the circumstances to the Council or the Finance and Audit Committee, as 
the case may be, at the earliest opportunity. 

(3) A member must leave any part of a meeting of the Council or the Finance and Audit 
Committee when the circumstances in which the member has a conflict of interest are being 
discussed or voted on.  

(4) A member must not take part in any discussions or vote on any decisions respecting the 
circumstances in which the member has a conflict of interest. 

(5) The minutes of a meeting of the Council or the Finance and Audit Committee must record the
member’s disclosure under subsection (2) and note the member’s absence from the meeting 
when the circumstances in which he or she has a conflict of interest were discussed or voted on. 

(6) A member who leaves a meeting room may still be counted for the purpose of calculating 
any quorum requirement. 

(7) Despite any provision of this section, if a member has made a disclosure under 
subsection (2) and subsequently determines that he or she does not have a conflict of interest, 
the member may withdraw his or her disclosure if a majority of the Council members or Finance 
and Audit Committee, as the case may be, are satisfied that  

 the member does not have a conflict of interest; and 

 it is in the best interests of the Haisla Nation for the member to participate in the 
meeting or vote on the matter.   



| 60 

(8) The minutes of the meeting of the Council or the Finance and Audit Committee must
record the findings of a majority of the Council members or Finance and Audit Committee 
members under subsection (7). 

(9) If the requirements of subsections (7) and (8) are satisfied, the member in question may:

 return to the meeting or attend another meeting of the same body; 

 withdraw the original disclosure by stating in general terms the basis upon which 
the member has determined that he or she does not have a conflict of interest 
and is entitled to participate; and 

 participate and vote in relation to the matter in question. 

Procedure for Councillor and Finance and Audit Committee Member 
Contravention 

7.(1) If a member has reason to believe that a councillor or a member of the 
Finance and Audit Committee may have contravened this Schedule or the law, the 
Council must, in a timely manner, give the member accused of the contravention an 
opportunity to speak to the Council and explain any relevant or mitigating circumstances.  

(2) If a majority of the Council determines that an individual who is a councillor or a member
of the Finance and Audit Committee has contravened this Schedule or the law, whether 
admitted or not, and that contravention was not inadvertent or because of an error in judgment 
made in good faith, the Council  

 if the individual is the chief administrative officer or the director of finance, must 
make a determination under section 11;  

 if the individual is not a councillor, must direct the chief administrative officer to 
make a determination under section 9; and 

if the individual is a councillor, must initiate, by resolution, disciplinary action 
against the councillor  

(i) as set out in the Election Code, or

(ii) seeking to remove the councillor from office under the Election Code.

(3) If a majority of the Council determines that a councillor should be removed from office
under subparagraph (2)(c)(ii),  the Council must, by resolution, submit a petition to the Complaints 
and Appeals Board in accordance with the Election Code setting out the following: 

 the grounds on which removal of the councillor is sought under the Election 
Code;  

 the evidence in support of the resolution and petition; and  

the signatures of all councillors who voted for the removal. 
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Disclosure by Employees 

8. If an employee of the Haisla Nation or the employee’s family member may receive 
personal gain from a contract proposed to be entered into by the Haisla Nation, the 
employee must disclose that interest, in writing, to the Finance and Audit Committee 
and  refrain from taking part in any discussion or decision about the awarding of the 
contract. 

Procedure for Contravention by Employees and Others 

9.(1) If the chief administrative officer has good reason to believe that any person 
– other than a councillor – may have contravened this Schedule or the law, the chief
administrative officer must in a timely manner give the person an opportunity to explain
any relevant or mitigating circumstances.

(2) Subject to any personnel policy of the Haisla Nation, if the chief administrative officer
determines that a person has contravened this Schedule or the law and that contravention was 
not inadvertent or because of an error in judgment made in good faith, the chief administrative 
officer must suspend or dismiss the person. 

(3) Subject to any applicable personnel policy of the Haisla Nation, any employee who is
suspended or dismissed under subsection (2) has a right to appeal the dismissal or suspension 
to the Council.  

Disclosure by Officers 

10.(1) As soon as an officer becomes aware that a potential decision by 
the Council or the Finance and Audit Committee or a potential contract entered into 
by the Haisla Nation may result in them having a conflict of interest, the officer 
must disclose the circumstances of the conflict of interest, in writing, to the Finance 
and Audit Committee.   

(2) The officer making a disclosure under subsection (1) must abstain from participating in
any discussions or decision-making respecting the circumstances in which the officer has a 
conflict of interest. 

Procedure for Contravention by Officers 

11.(1) If the Council has reason to believe that an officer has contravened this 
Schedule or the law, the Council must, in a timely manner, give the officer an opportunity 
to speak to the Council and explain any relevant or mitigating circumstances.  

(2) Subject to any personnel policy of the Haisla Nation that applies to officers, if the Council
determines that an officer has contravened this Schedule or the Law, and that contravention was 
not inadvertent or because of an error in judgment made in good faith, the Council must  

 suspend the officer from all privileges and benefits of office, or 

 dismiss the officer from employment. 
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Gifts or Benefits: Officers or employees 

12.(1) An officer or employee or a member of their family must not accept a gift or 
benefit that might reasonably be seen to have been given to influence the officer or 
employee in the exercise of their powers or performance of their duties or functions. 

(2) Despite subsection (1), a gift or benefit may be accepted if the gift or benefit

would be considered within 

normal exchanges common to business relationships, or 

normal exchanges common at public cultural events of the Haisla Nation; 

is of nominal value;  

is given by a close friend or relative as an element of that relationship; or 

is of a type that the policies and procedures of the Council have determined 
would be acceptable if offered by the Haisla Nation to another person. 

Liability to Account 

13.(1) The Council may hold any individual who contravenes this Schedule or the 
Law responsible for reimbursing the Haisla Nation for any personal gain that the individual 
received or any personal gain that the individual’s family member received as a result of 
the contravention. 

(2) To enforce subsection (1), the Council may use all reasonable legal means to recover
amounts expended or forfeited due to the individual’s contravention of this Schedule or the Law. 


